OVRO-WO6OIFE 
EME PROJECT 


The project began as a result of a conference of amateur radio astronomers held at 
the Owens Valley Radio Observatory in 2004. A proposal was written to OVRO and 
Caltech for permission to use the 40m dish for amateur radio EME communications. 

The project is a joint venture between OVRO and the San Bernardino Microwave Society 
whose club call is W6IFE. The proposal was accepted and construction was started on 
23cm and 3cm transverters to be housed in a surplus receiver housing that came from the 
dish. Our first contacts were in October 2005 and we have been able to activate the dish 
almost every month since then. We have had varying amounts of success with the 
equipment despite our best efforts, but have had numerous successes as well. We have 
also done two school outreaches with the equipment as well. We look forward to a long 
association with the Observatory and will continue to schedule activity as their schedule 
permits. 

General information about the project is on the SBMS website as well as a link to 
the OVRO website: http://www.ham-radio.com/sbms/ovro/. 

We have provided the conference with a DVD of our presentation which will be 
shown at the conference. Subsequently an MPEG version of the presentation will be 
available on the above SBMS website. 

We look forward to working many more stations in the future. We need to thank 
especially Dr. Mark Hodges for his work with us at OVRO. The committee members and 
resource folks from SBMS Doug Millar K6JEY project director, Dennis Kidder 
WAOBNIA (Now W6DQ)assistant director, Chuck Swedbloom WA6EXYV technical 
advisor and builder, Rich Whithead KG6JKJ videographer and key grip. We wish to also 
thank those who have donated much time and materials to making the project happen. 
The DVD and MPEG presentations will present the project in much more detail and we 
encourage your viewing of the latter. 

Many of the conference attendees, especially Paul WA6PY, have had direct 
dealings with the project and may be able to answer questions. 


Doug K6JEY 
Dennis W6DQ 
Chuck WA6EXV 


